THE EPIC OF CAPTAIN SCOTT

it was the beginning of the summer. A sup-
porting party left them, and the three men
continued westwards over the flat plateau
which we now know extends beyond the Pole,
and probably to the other side of the con-
tinent. They pulled their sledge over the
dreary wastes of snow for 200 miles, with no
landmark to break the monotony, and then
turned homewards. The return journey was
hazardous as the navigation tables had been
blown away in a blizzard, and Scott had to
rely upon memory. However, they got back
safely, having averaged 15-4 miles a day for
a distance of 1098 miles, with a climb of nearly
10,000 feet. Scott justly claimed that this
journey came near the limit of possible per-
formance.

Altogether about three thousand miles were
sledged, and excellent scientific work was
done in every branch. The most important
discovery was that of the great ice plateau,
which in itself would have made Scott famous.
Never before had a polar expedition returned
with such a rich harvest of results.

(iii) SHAGKLETON

Ernest Shackleton left the Antarctic after
his initiation with Scott, convinced that one
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